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Mir Kassim proved an unexpected setback to the designs of the British merchants. In place of being a mere tool in their hands, he turned out to be a far more efficient ruler than Mir Jaffar, and brought about a great improvement in conditions. But in the language of Professor Muir:
"He was never given a fair chance. From the outset he was an object of suspicion and hostility on the part of the majority of the Calcutta Council. They disliked the change from the nerve-kss rule of Mir Jaffar, because it interfered with their profits; and especially they resented the attempt to levy tolls on the trade carried on for their profit by the Indian gomastas." Governor Verelst has left it on record that:
"A trade was carried on without payment of duties, in the prosecution of which infinite oppressions were committed. English agents or Gomastahs, not contented with injuring the people, trampled on the authority of government, binding and punishing the Nabob's officers whenever they presumed to interfere. This was the immediate cause of the war with Meer Cossim."9
A corroboration of this is furnished by the letter of Warren Hastings to the Governor on April 25, 1762:
"I beg leave to lav before you a grievance which loudly calls for redress, ana will, unless duly attended to, render ineffectual any endeavours to create a firm and lasting harmony between the Nabob and the Company. I mean the oppression committed under the sanction of the English name. ... I have been surprised to meet with several English flags flying in places which I have passed, and on the river I do not believe I passed a boat without one. By whatever title they have been assumed (for I could trust to the information of my eyes without stopping to ask questions), I am sure their frequency can bode no good to the Nabob's revenues, the quiet of the country, or the honour of our nation, but eventually tends to lessen each of them. A party of Sepoys who ware on the march before us afforded sufficient proofs of the rapacious .and insolent spirit of those people where they are left to their own* discretion. Many complaints against them were made me on the road, and most of the petty towns and Serais were deserted at our approach and the shops shut up from the apprehensions of the same treatment from us. You are sensible, sir, that it is from such little irregularities, too trivial perhaps for public complaint and continually repeated, that the country people are habituated to entertain the most unfavourable notions of our government"1*
9 Quoted by Romesh Dutt, India Under Marty British Ruk9 p* 20 10 Ibid., p. 21